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assumed to be limited in number, higher than
man in dignity, and thus nearer to the Fountain
of being. But lifeless matter is below man in
dignity, and not above him. It is passive, de-
pendent, unconscious, multitudinous. Thus, of
all objects of human thought, it is most remoio
from the idea of self-existence. All modern
discovery has increased or unfolded, and not
lessened, this fundamental contrast. The tele-
scope, on the one hand, and the microscope on
the other, have greatly enlarged our view of
the vast and countless multiplicity of material
atoms. Physical astronomy reduces the suns
and planets to globes of matter, resembling
that of the earth, containing known chemical
elements, and subject to the laws of material
change. Whether, then, we assume all theso
trillions or decillions of atoms to be, one by one,
self-existent, and truly divine, or that somo of
them only are divine, and have given birth to the
rest, the hypothesis appears too senseless to bo
rgceived even by the most rash and brutish
of irreligious men. It would mitigate, not
aggravate its Character, if we were to stylo it
a maggot theory of the universe. For even
the lowest forms of life, bred out of the disso-
lution of the higher and nobler, are still higher
than unconscious Matter in the scale of being.